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Rural  District  Council  Offices, 
Ombersley  Street, 

Droitwich . 


Telephone*  Droitwich  2288, 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  ADD  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ' , 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE o 


Mr,  Chairman  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1962. 

An  examination  of  the  medical  statistics  shown  in 
Sections  A and  F indicate  that  the  health  of  the  population 
was  generally  very  satisfactory  during  the  year.  Very  few 
cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  the  only  ones  of 
importance  being  three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  The 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  district  In  July  however 
and  no  further  cases  were  detected.  The  number  of  cases  on 
the  Register  is  steadily  diminishing,  despite  the  fact  that  it 
is  a duty  to  keep  them  under  supervision  for  a period  of  five 
years  from  quiescence.  Modern  chemotherapy  has  completely  altered 
the  picture  now,  so  that  one  can  generally  say  that  the  prognosis 
is  favourable. 

A smallpox  scare  in  the  Midlands  early  in  196  2 did  not  involve 
the  district,  but  resulted  in  some  1,450  vaccinations  being  complete 
compared  with  186  the  previous  year.  This  is  really  not  a large 
number  compared  with  the  total  population  and  I would  like  to  see 
these  numbers  maintained  annually.  Particularly  would  I advise 
parents  to  see  that  their  children  are  protected,  the  right  age 
for  a baby  to  be  vaccinated  being  just  after  its  first  birthday. 

I have  elaborated  on  the  General  Health  Services  under 
Section  B as  I feel  that  it  is  important  for  the  General  Public 
to  know  what  facilities  are  available  and  how  to  obtain  them. 

The  routine  work  of  the  Health  Department  is  contained 
in  Sections  C.  Do  8c  E,  varying  little  from  year  to  year.  It  is 
encouraging  to  observe  that  55  Units  of  Housing  accomodation  were 
completed  by  the  Council  and  a further  68  Units  by  Private 
developers.  These  numbers  do  not  seem  to  prevent  people  using 
Caravans  as  homes  however,  and  there  seems  to  be  a tendency  for 
them  to  become  established  permanently.  Better  site  conditions 
should  therefore  be  provided  for  them. 
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My  thanks  are  due  to  you  Mr,  Chairman  for  your  support 
and  encouragement  and  to  the  Surveyor  and  his  Staff  for'  their 
co-operation  during  the  year, 

I am , Mr • Chairman, 

Your  oh edi ent  servant , 

L.  Spencer  Stephens, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  JL 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  an  acres  . 
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51,453 


4,337 


Number  of  houses  accord  ins:  to  Rate  Books  (31st. March, 

1963) 

Rateable  Value  31st  March,  1963  . ..  ..  . . •.<£191,862 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 

(mid-year  1962)  14,200 

Live  Births  Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  . . 123  112  235 

Illegitimate  4 9 13 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  nercentage  of  total 

live  births  • • . • 
Standardised  birth-r^te  per  1,00  estimated  population  18,9 

Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . ••  . * 18.0 

Still  Births  Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  . . 2 6 8 

Illegimate  - 

Still  birth-rate  per  1,000  - total  live  and  still  births31.3 


Still  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Deaths  Males  Females 

From  all  causes  81 


6 # 


18.1 


Total 


O • 


11.9 


82  163 

Standardised  death-ra.te  per  1,000  estimated  population  11.8 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ••  ..  c. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

M ales  Females  Total 

Legimate  . « 4 1 5 

Illegimate  1 1 
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Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000  live  births 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Infantile  Mortality,  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate 
Illegimate 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Males  Females  Total 
Legitimate  • . 3 1 4 

Illegimate  1 1 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  nor  1,000  live  births 
Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  • • • 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
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Tuberculosis  , reepitatory 
Tuberculosis , other 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria  . . 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles  0,  ..  0 . eo 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasms , stomach 
Malignant  neoplasms , lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasms,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasms,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukemia,  a. leukaemia 
Diabetes  © o <$  « 0 * 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  Disease , Angina  . . . . . 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Gastritis , enteritis 
Hephritis  and  Heophrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenial  malformations  . ..  . ffl 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents  • . 
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Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  ARSh 
A.  County  Health  Services  . 

Tne  following  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council 
in  accordance  with  Port  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  1946. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  (Section  22) 

The  District  is  served  by  the' f ollowing’ Clinics  - 
Infant  Welfare  Centres . 

Baptist  HalI,HroTtwich  - open  every  Tuesday  at  2.0  o.m. 
Memorial  Hall ,Ombersley  - open  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Fridays 

in  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

Parish  Hall,  Hanbury  - open  on  the  3rd  Thursday  in  the 

month  at  2.0  p.m. 

Village  Hall  Crowle  - open  on  the  4th  Wednesday  in  the 

month  at  2.30  p.m. 

Memorial  Hall,  Fernhill  Heath  - open  on  the  2nd  and  4th 

Fridays  in  the  month  at  2.0  p 
Village  Hall,  Wychbold  - open  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Mondays 

in  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
Parish  Hall,  Hartlebury  - open  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays 

in  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange  juice  and  other 
baby  foods  may  be  obtained  at  these  centres. 

.antenatal  C linics . 

It  is  now  County  policy  that  Antenatal  Cases  should  be 
cared  for  as  far  as  possible  by  their  own  doctor.  Clinics 

are  available  however,  at  which  expectant  mothers  are 
encouraged  to  attend  regularly  in  order  to  meet  the  midwife, 
receive  health  education,  and  carry  out  ante-natal  exercises 
under  the  direction  of  a physiotherapist. 

Baptist  Hall,  Droitwich-  open  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays  in  the 

month  at  2.0  p.m. 

Recreation  Road,  Bromsgrove-  open  every  Monday  at  2.0  p.m. 
Coventry  Street,  Kidderminster  - open  every  Monday  at  2.0  p.m 
Midwifery  TSection  23  7 ~ 

The  services  o?  a.  County  Midwife  are  available  without 
charge  to  care  for  mothers  during  pregnancy,  confinement 
and  for  a period  of  fourteen  days  afterwards.  She  should 
be  booked  as  early  as  possible  in  order  to  receive  adequate 
instruction  for  the  confinement.  Visits  will  be  paid  to  the 
home  and  examinations  are  carried  out  monthly  in  co-operation 
with  the  doctor,  who  will  arrange  Hospital  consultations 
ix .necessary . Free  dental  treatment  is  available  during 
this  period  and  may  be  arranged  through  the  County  Dental 
Officer. 


5 


O 


Ho.-s.ith  Visiting  and  Home  Nurs ing  (Se ct  jpn|  24  & 25 ) 

71I T.  er — crre — ivrrs'u — xxrrtrrrrginr  irrre  Tiert-LtrrT  viyrojr  u a Kies  uvei 

the  responsibility  for  the  care  of  the  baby  from  the 

midwife.  She  is  a trained  nurse  who  has  received 

instruction  in  child  care,  maintenance  oi  health  ana 

prevention  of  disease,  and  is  able  to  offer  guidance  to 

the  mother  until  the  child  sroes  to  school.  Particular 

attention  is  paid  to  premature  babies  and  those  placed  tor 

adoption  or  with  foster  parents.  The  Health  Visitor  also 

acts  as  school  nurse  and  being  an  experienced  medico-social 

worker  is  able  to  give  advice  to  the  adult  members  of  the 

family  on  personal  problems  related  to  physical  or  ment. 

The  District  Nurse  is  available  to  act  on  the  instructions 
of  the  general  practitioner  or  hospital, _ when  a patient  is 
discharged,  to  make  arrangements  for  aomicillary  care.  T^.ey 
carry  out  nursing  procedures  and  may  be  called  upon.m  any 
emergency  . In  most  instances  the  District  Nurse  is  also 

the  Midwife  and  acts  as  Health  Visitor,  but  in  urban  H,1+ipc. 
aref.a  it.  oc®otimso  moi-c  convenient  to  split  their  duties, 
me  following  nurses  are  working  in  Droitwich  Rural  District  - 
Miss  Eldridgi  and  Miss  Mann  - health  visitors  - Royal  Exchange 
Buildings  "Droitwich - Tel ; No;  D.3328  (area  Wychbold,  Eimbridge, 
Had?- or,  Westwood,  Salwarpe,  Hampton  Lovett,  Cutnall  Green  and 

Crowle.  TT  „ _ . 

Nurse  Powell,  DN/MW.  Nurse’s  House,  Shaw _ Lane,  S-^oke 

Tel~ No.TSromsgrove  2659.  (Wychbold  Area) 

Nurse  Adler  DNA'W*  Rose  Cottage,  Cutnall  Green.  Tel: 

' Cutnall  Green  233. 

Nurse  Cracklow  DN/MW.  7,  Old  Turnpike  Road,  Crowle. 

Tel:  No.  Upton  Snodsbury  259. 

Nurse  Coles  DN/W/HV . The  Bungalow,  Courts  Close,  Hanbury. 

Tel:  N0.  Hanbury  209. 

Nurse  Nash  DN/";W/HV.  8,  Perrycroft  Road,  Femhill  Heath, 

~ Tel:  No.  Pernhill  Heath  304. 

Nurse  Mills  DN/JW/HV.  14,  Aopletree  Walk,  Ombersley. 

Tel:  No.  Ombersley  341  . 

Nurse  Dudley  DN/Mv/HV.  27,  Wares ley  Court  Road,  H-rtlebury. 

Tel:  No.  Hartlebury  200. 

Nurse  Stevenson  DN/A/HV.  (Area  Relief)  81,  Tagwell  Road, 
'Droitwich.  Tel:  No.  Droitwich  3082. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation (Section  26) 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox  and  Polimyelitis  and  Immunisat  on 
against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  mugh  and  Tetanus  are  carried 
out  free  of  charge  at  any  of  the  County  Clinics  or  by  the 

patient's  own  doctor.  . 9 

The  following  inoculations  were  completed  during 
(figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  previous  year) 


Wo 


rks , 


No 


6. 


578  (154) 
871  (32) 


( 1 ) Sr.n  i lip  ox  Vac  c i nat  ion 
No  c of  persons  who  received  primary  vaccination 

during  the  year  ..  . * .. 

No*  of  persons  who  were  re-vaccinated  during 

the  year  • . . . • . . . 

( 2 ) Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 
This  "scheme  is  administered  direct  from  the  County  Health 
Department,  LoveTs  Grove,  Worcester  and  details  are 
published  in  the  County  Medical  Officer's  annual  Resort* 

Sabin  Vaccine  is  now  used,  being  administered  orally  in 
syrup  or  on  a lump  of  sugar*  These  doses  are  administered 
to  babies  at  6 - 9 months  old  and  a fourth  dose  at  5 years 
oldo  i&ults  are  also  strongly  advised  to  complete  a 
primary  course  of  vaccination* 

(5 ) Diphtheria  Immuni sati on  (inc luding  T etanus ) 

Ho,  of  children  who  received  the  full  course  during 

the  year  *•  *.  163  (208) 

Ho.  of  children  who  received  a first  re-inforcing 

dose  * * . . * . 141  (194 ) 

Ho.  of  children  who  received  a second  re-inforcing 

dose  on  * . . . 60  (85) 

( 4 ) Whooping  C ought  Immunisation 

Ho*'  of  children  who"  received  the  full  course 

during  the  year  .*  163  (159) 


.ambulance  Service  (Section  27 ) 

Cases  of  accident  dr  sudden  and  urgent  illness  are  responded 
to  irrespective  of  the  source  of  call.  All  that  is  necessary 
is  to  ask  the  telephone  operator  for  Ambulance  after  dialing  999. 
The  Service  is  under  radio-control  from  'Worcester  and  ambulance 
stations  strategically  situated  throughout  the  County* 

Requests  for  hospital  cars  should  be  made  to  the  County 
Ambulance  Officer,  who  will  decide  whether  this  form  of 
transport  is  suitable.  Patients  suffering  from  an  infectious 
disease  are  conveyed  to  hospital  in  special  ambulances 
stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care  (Section  28) 

Convalescent  care  Ts  provided  for  children  and  adults  not 
requiring  treatment.  This  type  of  recuperative  holiday 
is  frequently  recommended  and  persons  are  required  to  contribute 
according  to  their  means. 

Medica lc\cmf orts  depots  are  maintained  in  various  parts  of 
the  County  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  and  the  British 

Red  C r*os s Society.  Requests  for  nursing  equipment  such  as 
bedpans,  pulleys,  hoists  etc.,  should  be  made  to  the  District 
Nurse  or  County  Health  Department. 

Persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  may  be  assisted  in  many 
ways*  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  work  from  the  Chest 
Clinic  and  will  assist  patients  to  make  the  best  use  of 
the  services  available. 
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The  scope  of  the  After  Ore  Committee  for  South  Worcestershire 
has  recently  been  extended  to  cover  all  chest  complaints 
and  assist  persons  with  financial  or  other  difficulties 
beyond  the  scope  of  the  statutory  services. 

Occupational  therapy  is  available  for  patients  suffering 
from  lengthy  illnesses  or  who  are  undergoing  prolonged 
c onva lescence . 

A Chiropody  scheme  is  now  in  operation  for  'aged  and  handicapped 
persons  ? and  is  being  extended*. 

v Health  Education  Organiser  has  also  been  appointed  to 
provide . instruction  on  health  matters  in  an  attempt  to 
reduc e . illness ♦ This  is  particularly  important  in  relation 

to  accidents  in  the  home,  food  hygiene,  and  cancer.  Anti- 
smoking propaganda  has  recently  been  distributed  in  an  attempt 
to  reduce  the  incidence  of  Lung  Cancer. 

Domestic  Help (Section  29 ) 

The  H-me  Help  Service  is  administered  by  the  Womens’ 

Voluntary  Service  from  Droitwich  on  behalf  of  the  County 
Council.  Hew  premises  have  been  acquired  at  1,  Ombersley 
Street,  Droitwich,  but  enquiries  should  be  addressed  to 
Mrs.  Halford,  Cedars  Cottage,  Fernhill  Heath  (Tel 2 H0. 

Fernhill  Heath . 436).  The  Service  provides  domestic  help 
for  the  aged,  in  sickness  and  for  maternity  cases  during 
confinement. 


Mental  Health  (Sec tip n_51 ) 

The  Mental  Health  Service  has  been  expanded  to  deal  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Mental  Health  Act  19590  The  Act 
abolishes  the . term  mental  dificiency  and  introduces  the 
term  mental  disorder  which  includes  subnormality,  severe 
subnormality,  mental  illness  and  psychopathic  disorder. 
Mental  Welfare  Officers  have  been  appointed  who  act  in 
conjunction  with  approved  Medical • Officers  and  the  Hospital 
Services . 


' i 
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Statutory  duties  of  the  County  Council  include  - 
the  provision  of  residential  aecomodnauc 
t li e .pro v i o i o n o f t r a i n i a a or;,  occu p a c i o n 
(available  at  Stourport,  Bromsgrove  and  Lower  Wick) 
the  exercise  of  functions  relating  to  persons  placed 
under  guardianship. 

the  provision  of  ancillary  services  for  persons 
suffering  from  mental  disorder. 


^§i£are  Services  ^.(national  Assistance  Act  1948) . 

The  Welfare  Services  are  administered  by  the  Welfare  Section 
of  the  Health  Department  under  the  direction  of  the  County 
Welfare  Officer.  The  following  facilities  are  available  - 

(a)  residential  accomodation  for  the  elderly  who  ^re 
unable  to  look  after  themselves  in  their  own  homes. 

(b)  temporary  accomodation  for  persons  in  urgent  need. 

(c ) special  services  for  blind  persons. 

Id)  special  services  for  deaf  and  dumb  persons. 

(e)  special  assistance  for  other  handicapped  persons. 
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School  Health  Service  { gdu c at i on  Ac t 1 944 ) . _ .....  . 

The"County  Me5TcaIH3F?icer  is  also  Principal  School  Medical 

Officer.  School  Medical  Officers  visit  all  Primary  and 
Secondary  schools  in  the  District  at  regular  intervals. 

Every  school  child  receives  three  medical  examinations  during 
his  or  her  school  life,  hut  children  in  whom  abnormalities, 
are  detected  are  seen  more  frequently.  Special  visual  acuity 
and  colour  tests  are  given  at  7 - 8 years  old,  children  in 
need  of  attention  being  referred  to  the  School  Oculist. 

Routine  testing  of  hearing  is  now  carried  out  using  a pure- 
tone  audiometer  and  children  with  defective  hearing  are 
referred  to  special  clinics  for  further  investigation. 

The  services  of  a Speech  Therapist  are  available  and 
orthopaedic  defects'  are  kept  under  supervision  by  the 
Ortheopaedic  Sister.  Children  with. behaviour  disorders 
or  other  problems  are  seen  at  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic, 

Love’s  Grove ? WGrc ester. 

School  Dental  Service. 

The  Dental  Health  of  all  children  in. maintained  schools 
is  supervised  at  regular  intervals,  inspections  being, 
carried  out  on  the  premises.  Subsequently  treatment  is 
carried  out  at  the  nearest  fixed  clinic,  or. in  one  of  the 
mobile  dental  clinics  now  available.  Clinics  are 
available  at  Bromsgrove,  Stourport  and  Kidderminster. 

C o unt  y .ana  lyst . 

The  County  Analyst  is  available  to  examine  public  water 
supplies,  sewage  effluents,  milk,  food  nhd  drug  samples. 

The  arrangements  for  the  routine  sampling  of  all  milk 
supplies  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

• Hospital  Services. 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Birmingham  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

h General  Hospitals  with  Casualty  departments  are  situated 
at  Worcester,  Bromsgrove  and  Kidderminster. 

2.  Maternity  beds  are  available  at  Worcester,  Bromsgrove 
and  Stourport. 

3.  Infectious  diseases  are  usually  admitted  to  Newtown 
Isolation  Hospital,  Worcester  where  beds  are  also  available 
for  the  treatment  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Special 
cases  may  however  be  sent  to  Little  Bromwich  Hospital, 
Birmingham. 

4.  The  elderly  and  chronic  sick  are  accomodated  at 

Shrub  Hill,  Worcester,  Bromsgrove  or  Blakebrook,  Kidderminster. 

5.  Psychiatric  Hospitals  for  mental  disorders  are  available 
at  Powick,  Barnsley  Hall  and  Lea  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 

6.  St.  John’s  Hospital  and  Highfield  Hospital,  Droitwich 
are  National  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  rheumatic 
diseases.  Spa.  treatment  is  also  available  through  the 
out-patient  department  at  the  Brine  Baths  or  privately. 

7.  A Thoracic  surgery  unit  has  been  established  at 
Hill  Top  Hospital,  Bromsgrove  dealing  mainly  with 
congenital  heart  lesions  in  children. 

9. 


B.  Laboratories  are  available  in  all  General  Hospitals,  but 
at  w0rcester  Royal  Infirmary  a branch  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  has  been  established.  This  organisation, 
with  Reference  Laboratories  in  London  and  elsewhere, 
is  designed  to  assist  local  authorities  in  their 
investigations  into  outbreaks  of  communicable  disease . 

9.  Venerea 1 Diseases  0 

Venereal  Diseases  are  diagnosed  and  treated  at  a special 
out-patient  department  (adjacent  to  the  Chest  Clinic 
at  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary } Sessions  are  held 
from  5-7  p.m.  on  Mondays  for  Women  and  Tuesdays  for  Men* 

Ho  appointment  is  necessary  and  treatment  Is  confidential* 

C o General  Medical  Services. 

Persons  arriving  in  the  District  and  wishing  to  register 
with  a General  Practitioner  may  obtain  a list  of  the  names 
and  addresses  of  all . the  doctors  available  at  any  Post  Office. 
The  services^ of  dentists,  opticians  and  pharmacists  practising 
in  the  District  also  come  under  the  control  of  the 
Worcestershire  Executive  Council,  29,  F0regate  Street,  Worcester 
to  whom  enquiries  should  be  made. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


1 . Water  Supply * 

' The  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Company  became  the 
statuary  water  undertakers  for  the  greater  part  of  Droitwich 
Rural  District  in  A^ril  I960,  The  only  parish  which  does 
not  come  under  their  control  is  Hartlebury,  which  was 
incorporated  in  the  order  constituting  the  North  West 
Worcestershire  Water  Board  on  1st  October  1962,  A small 
extension  was  made  to  the  Grossway  Green  area  of  this 
parish  shortly  before  the  date  of  transfer,  some  forty 
or  more  properties  being  connected  to  the  Main, 

Since  the  date  of  transfer  main  water  has  been  provided 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  District  including  the  following 
narishes  ~ Himbleton,  Hadzor,  Growle , Haddington,  Tibberton, 
Oddingley  & Hinalip.  Agreement  has  now  been  reached  for  a 
major  extension  of  the  mains  from  Droitwich  to  Ombersley 
via  Ladywood,  and  extensions  to  be  made  to  the  following 
areas  in  the  parish  - Hunt  Green,  Chatley,  Hawford  Wood, 

Hay  Lane,  Sytchampton,  Acton  and  Uohamptonc  The  Company 
have  also  agreed  to  cover  the  extra  cost  between  a 4" 
and  6 " length  of  trunk  main  from  Ladywood  to  Suddington 
in  order  to  provide  adequately  for  the  future.  Although 
the  Guarantee  terms  under  the  Water  Act  1945  place  rather 
a heavy  burden  on  the  Council,  it  is  very  encouraging  to 
see  that  satisfactory  provision  is  being  made  for  this 
parish,  the  population  of  which  appears  to  be  growing 
rap j dly • 

Bacteriological  samples  are  shown  below  for  the  water 
drawn  from  the  four  bore  holes  owned  by  the  Company  and 
supplied  to  the  District  - 
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In  January  1962  the  Ombersley  borehole  (and  adjacent 
properties  including  the  school)  showed  evidence  of  pollution^ 
a request  was  made  to  the  Company  for  chlorination  which 
has  been  continued  as  a matter  of  routine,  satisfactory 
samples  having  been  received  regularly  since  then  - 
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2.  Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal* 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  operating  satisfactorily  in 
the  following  villages  - Wychbold,  Ferrihill  Heath,  Crowle 
and  Ombersley*  . Extensions  to  the  sewers  have  recently 
been  completed  in  Ombersley  parish  to  cater  for  the  hamlets 
of .Uphampton,  Oldfield  and  Woodfield,  with  drainage  to  the 
main  disposal  works  where  certain  improvements  have  been 
carried  out*  Sewage  from  the  parish  of  Hartlebury  is  pumped 
to  the  Kidderminster  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  The  central 
village  area,  has  been  sewered  for  some  years  and  further  work 
was  carried  out  in  the  Summerfield  area  in  1959-60.  How 
an  extension  has  been  completed  for  Moors  Avenue,  Station  Hoad 
and  some  Council  houses  on  the  main  road  which  has  necessitated 
the  installation  of  an  ejector  station. 

The  Hanbury  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  scheme  has  now 
gone  out  to  tender  and  work  should  be  commenced  soon*  This 
scheme  should  eliminate  various  drainage  problems  in  the 
central  village  area  and  allow  for  fhtur^  housing  development* 

It  is  proposed  to  follow  on  this  scheme  by  one  at  Tibberton  , 
detailed  plans  for  which  have  been  prepared  by  the 
Consulting  Engineer. 

A number  of  villages  in  the  district  remain^ 
un-sewered,  but  the  Cesspool  Emptying  Service  is  readily 
available  and  used  extensively. 


3,  Public  Health  Inspections a 


The  following  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year  - 
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Housing  Act  I 957 „ 
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Caravan  Sites  & Control  of  Development  Act  1960 
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N.B.  Rodent  Control  & Factory  Inspections 
are  not  included  (see  p*p»  14  & 15) 
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Refuse  Collection  & Disposal . 

A general  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the 
Refuse  Collection  Service  in  the  last!  year  or  two.  Four 
vehicles  are  in  operation  so  that  is  possible  to  carry  out 
weekly  collections  in  all  the  larger  villages,  and  a 
fortnightly  service  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  District . 
Disposal  at  a central  tipping  site  has  been  found  to  be 
the  most  economical  and  Birch  Coppice,  Westwood,  which 
was  acquired  some  two  to  three  years  ago,  has  provided 
adequate  snace  for  this  purpose. 

Difficulties  have  been  encountered  however,  as  the 
site  is  by  no  means  a level  one,  and  trees  have  to  be 
felled  as  progress  is  made*.  Fortunately  it  has  now  been 
possible  to  get  away  from  the  MMn  road  and  plant  the 
area  where  tipping  is  complete  with  young  shrubs,  which 
in  time  will  provide  a screen’- at  the  entrance. 

Rodent  Control . 

Regular  inspections  of  dwelling  houses  and  business 
premies  are  carried  out  throughout  the  District.  Local 
Authority  premises  are  included  and  sewage  ’works  and  the 
refuse  tip  inspected  and  treated  when  necessary.  It  will 
be  seen  that  quite  a number  of  Agricultural  contracts  are 
also  held  and  treatment  under  such  agreements  forms  no  small 
proportion  of  the  work.  The  analysis  of  work  carried  out 
under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Posts  Act  194  9 is  as 
follows  - 


Inspections 

Ro.  of  Local  authority  premises  inspected  96 
Ro.  of  domestic  premises  inspected  1804 
Ro*  of  business  premises  inspected  • 30 
R o.  of  Agricultural  premises  inspected  360 


-‘-•2290 

Total  Ro.  of  premises  inspected. 

Infestations 


No. 

of  Infestations 

found  - Rats 

- r)  o r 

28 
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- Minor 
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N0. 

of  Infestations 

found  - Mice 

- Ma j or 

2 

Mice 

- Minor 

15 

Total  Ro.  of  In 

f e s' t at  i ons  f o und 
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Treatments 

Ro.  of  treatments  carried  out  at  Local 

Authority  premises 
" ” ” Domestic  Premises 

51  ” " Business  premises 

M n ” Agricultural  premises 


16 
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16 
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Total  treatments  carried  out  (including  re-treatment)  654 


Ro.  of  Rotices  served  under  Section  4 of  the  Act 
requesting  treatment  or  structural  work 

14 
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Factory  Inspection* 


The  Local  authority  is  generally  only  responsible 
for  inspection  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  factories , 
under  Section  7 of  the  1937  Act.  Where  there  are  premises 
which  do  not  use  mechanical  power  however  other  conditions 
apply  as  they  do  also  to  outworkers  premises* 

The  following  inspections  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  - 

Part  I of  the  Act . 

1.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health. 
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7.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  - ML* 


Partjttll  of  the  Act . 
Outwork  - ML  RET  URL* 
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HOUSING* 


o 


n v 


( a ) Cpunc i 1 Hai sc s „ 

No;  of  n e w dwellings  completed  by  the  Council  during  1962 
Hree-bedroomed  houses  at  Cutnsll  Green  *.  * * 

Houses  for  sale  scheme  - Ornbersley  ♦ * « . . 

Flatlet  scheme  - Cabers  ley  , • , * • • *♦  , , * * 

Houses  <k  Bungalows  - Hi mb lot on  * «,  , , , „ , , 

•cr^i cultural  dwellings  ~ oalwar^e  * • 
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(b ) Private  Houses 
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Steady  progress  was  made  with  the  demolition  of  a 
number  o * unfit  dwellings  in  various  parts  of  the  district 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  Table  below.  The  Surveyor  has 
em-'oyed  ? Demolition  Contractor  to  deal  with  some  of  the 
dwellings’  previously  dealt  with,  but  quite  a number  remain 
occupied.  Difficulties  have  been  encountered  in  persuading 
elderly  •■eople  to  pvg  to  the  modern  finis  completed  at 
Ornbersley  and  the  same  problem  is  likely  to  arise  at  -ychbold 
U though  visit  has  been  made  by  a member  of  the  Housing 
Department  in  every  case,  the  view  has  been  taken  that  they 
should  not  be  forced  to  move  -gaanst  their  wishes* 
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TABLE 


i Demolition 

i Notices  of  Time 
! & Place  served 
Demolition  orders 
i served 
Undertakings 
i accepted  from 
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.Deferred  (awaitin 
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3 « Caravans 

It  was  estimated  as  a result  of  a survey  carried  out  in 
October  1960  (under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
evelopment  let  I960;  that  a total  of  544  Caravans  were 
present  in  the  District,  comprising  244  Residential  and 
31j  Holiday  vans.  These  figures  are  unlikely  to  have 
altered,  very  much  as  although  a number  of  caravans  have 
gone  with  the  closure  of  the  Motorway  contract,  more  girsv 
vans  undoubtedly  arrive  during  the  summer  season,  particularly 
m the  parish  of  Ombersley.  L y 

The  following  list  shows  the  position  of  the  larger  Caravan 
sites  x or  which  approval  has  been  granted  by  the  Local 
Planning  Authority.  " ,y  iJ  Uc"J- 


/'  X i 


Permanent  Res id ential  Sites 


1 

2. 

3 


Sunnyside,  Claines  - just  outside  the  Worcester 
City  boundary  on  Main  A38  Road 
jxa.gle  u nun1',  Hanbury  Wharf,  — approx. 

1 mile  east  of  Droitwich  on  Stratford  Rnad 
Chateau  Impney , Droitwich  - off  Main  A38 
Road9  v mile  North.  of  Droitwich 
Dunhampton  - to  rear  of  Robert's  G^r-,ge 
on  main  A449  Road  to  Kidderminster 


Permitted 
No  o of  Van* 


''Fruiters'  Arms",  Ombersley  - 
of  main  A449  Road  at  Uphampton 


17 


mi  le 


wes 


t 


T0tal 


12 

21 

32 

24 

20 

109 


B«  Holiday  Sites*  Permitted 

H0 . of  Vans  c 

lo  ’’Fruiters5'  Arms”,  Ombersley  (as  above)  30 

Wharf  Hotel , Holt  Fleet,  on  left  side  of  main 

road  approaching:  bridge  over  R.  Severn  from  38 

Ombersley o 

3o  Bricks  Harm , Holt  Fleet  - on  right  side  of 

main  road,  approaching  bridge  over  R. Severn  97 

4*  Winnal  Farm,  Winnal,  Hr  0 Stourport  - east 

bank  of  R.  Severn  - 2 miles  south  of  Stourport  32 

5.  Mutton  Hall,  Bareley  - east  bank  of  River 

Severn,  opposite  the  Linchford  Hotel*  12 

6e  Mill  House,  Hawford  - on  Main  A449  Road, 

4 miles  north  of  Worcester*  12 

Total  221 
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SECTION E*_ 

Inspection  & Supervision  of  Food . 

Food  Premises . 

Inspection  of  shops , cafes,  bakehouses  and  hotel  premises 
is  carried  out  as  regularly  as  possible.  _ F0rty-six  shop 
premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice-cream  under 
Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955,  All  premises . 
sell  the  pre-packed  product  only.  The  three  Pasteurisation 
Plants  in  the  District  are  inspected  by  the  County  Council? 
who  now  deal  with  all  licences  for  the  sale  of  milk  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1960, 

There  is  one  Private  Slaughter-house  at  Ombersleyo 
These  premises  have  been  brought  up  to  standard  and  approved 
by  the* Minister  under  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  1958,  The 
amount  of  meat  inspected  during  1962  is  shown  below s- 

Carcase s_In s p ected  and  Condemned . 


Cattle 
including 
c ows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs  : 

Pigs. 

Number  Killed 

I (if  known) 

"IRK 

JL  <J 

33 

1190 

< 

316 

'Numb er  i nsp e c ted 

1 RR 

lo  u 

33 

1190  | 

316  » 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  a Whole 
j carcases  condemned 

j Ni  1 

: Nil 

Nil 

i 

i 

Ni  1 ' 

i 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
! was  condemned 

9 

« 

1 

8 | 

j 

17 

■Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected  : 5,8% 

; affected  with  disease 
; other  than  Tuberculosis 

! 

P7 

O/0 

i 

0.67%  | 

i 

. f 

5 . 3 7% ' 

| 

4 

I 

^Tuberculosis  only 
whole  carcases 
'condemned 

i 

j 

i 

i 

i Ni  l 

Nil 

1 

> } 

Nil 

1 

i 

H 

•H 

t 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

i 

! i 

i 

i 

1 , ' 

Nil 

Nil  j 

j 

8 j 

j 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

i 

0.64% 

t 

f 

Nil 

} i 

Nil 

i 

2.53%| 

i 

( 

j 

1 

i 

Cystic ere osi s 

Nil 

Nil 

Ni  1 

Nil  : 

t 
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SECTION  F* 


Inc i dene e of  Infectious  Disease . 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease 
in  relation  to  Age  in  the  Rural  District  during  1962  - 


; 1 

Age  Groups  Under 

one 

year 

i 

1 - 15  ! 

...  j 

16  - 25 

j 

Adult 

— 

Total 

i 1.  Scarlatina 

i 

j 

i 

3 

— 

1 

4 

r 

j 2.  Measles 

6 

! 



~ 

6 

. 

3 c Whooping  C ugh 

! 





• » 
f 

40  Food  Poisoning 

i - . ...  ... 

_ 

5.  Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia. 

r r 

i 

- 1 1 

i 1 

1 



1 

7.  Dysentery 

tj 

3 

1 

% 

3 

6 

! 

( 8c  Poliomyelitis 

1 

t 

— 

\ 

1 

j 

! ” 

! 

; 

f f 

i . _ _ i i 

| 90  Pulmonary  ; | 1 

Tuberculosis 

2 

i 

1-7 

o 

j 

llOo  Non- Pulmonary  - | j i 1 

i Tuberculosis 


ro 

cC 


0 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


1962 . 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  are  as  follows  - 


CASES  ON  REGISTER 

Respiratory 
M.  F . 

Non-Respiratory 

Me  F. 

Cases  on  the  Register  at  1st. Jan.  1962 

34 

20 

4 

6 

Additions  to  the  Register  during  the 

year 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Deductions  from  the  Register  during 

the  year* 

O 

Aj 

4 

1 

Cases  on  Register  at  31st  Dec.  1962 

35 

17 

3 

7 

TOTALS  52  10 


DUDLEY  MOBILE  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT 


Brief  /na lysis  of  Survey  carried  out  in  Droitwieh  & District . 


from  11.7. 62.  to  27.7.62 


UNIT  LOCATIONS;-  Fernhill  Heath,  Ombersley  Church,  Wychbold  Crown 

Inn,  Hartleburv  Parish  Hall,  Vernon'  Arms  Car  Park, 

Hanbury . 

Winter  Gardens,  Droitwieh  - Sacred  Heart  College 
& Droitwieh  Industries 


(N.B . Unfortunately  it  has  not  been  possible  to  separate  the  figures 

for  the  Borough  of  Droitwieh- which  was  surveyed  at  the  same  time) 


A total  of  1881  persons  were  x-rayed 

in  the  folio 

wing  groups  s - 

CKO  UP 

Ff  ALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Scholars  & School  Staff  ' 

136 

1 

1 37 

Organised 

473 

196 

669 

Public 

464 

605 

106  9 

Doctors  Oasis 

2 

2 

4 

M.O.Ho  special  requests 

2 

0 

2 

TOTALS 

1077" 

804 

1881 

SURVEY 

RESULTS . 

Tuberculous  Conditions; - 

4 Cases  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  as  possibly  Active  T.B. 

No  case  of  active  T.B.  was  confirmed  in  the  Rural  District. 

5 Cases  were  referred  to  the  Chebt  Clinic  as  Inactive  T.B. 

4 Cases  were  referred  to  their  General  Practitioner  for  further 

investigation  as  possibly  Inactive  T.B. 

Non-Tuberculosis  Conditions s- 

8 Cases  were  referred  through  their  own  G.P.  to  the  Chest  Clinic 
for  further  investigation. 

19  Cases  were  referred  to  their  General  Practitioner. 

2.1 . 


